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Daniel knew very well that the conclusion of his course of action 
might be death.  
 

”They had changed his name but they could not change his nature.” 
-Matthew Henry 

 

Purpose – Conviction to do what is right!  

Daniel 1:8 But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not 

defile himself with the portion of the king's meat, nor with the wine which he 

drank: therefore he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not 

defile himself.  

Psalm 17:23  Thou hast proved mine heart; thou hast visited me in 

the night; thou hast tried me, and shalt find nothing; I am purposed that my 

mouth shall not transgress. 

Portion – God is our portion.  

Daniel 1:8 But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not 

defile himself with the portion of the king's meat, nor with the wine which he 

drank: therefore he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not 

defile himself.  

 Psalm 119:57 Thou art my portion, O LORD: I have said that 

I would keep thy words. 

Proof – God rewards those who choose to obey Him. 

Daniel 1:12-15  Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, ten days; and 
let them give us pulse to eat, and water to drink. Then let our countenances be 
looked upon before thee, and the countenance of the children that eat of the 
portion of the king's meat: and as thou seest, deal with thy servants. So he 
consented to them in this matter, and proved them ten days. And at the end of 
ten days their countenances appeared fairer and fatter in flesh than all the 
children which did eat the portion of the king's meat. 

  Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for 

he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of 

them that diligently seek him. 

Principles of a Godly Appeal- 

 
1) Check your attitude – A condemning spirit is the basis 

of self-righteousness. 

2) Clear you conscience – Acknowledge to the person that 
we were wrong and ask forgiveness. 

3) Discern basic intentions – Find out what their frame of 

reference is regarding the command. 

4) Design creative alternatives –  Gain insights for difficult 
situations from Proverbs and design an alternative which 

the authority will see can reach their goals. 

5) Appeal to your authority – Explain personal convictions 
without a condemning spirit. 

6) Give God time to change the authority’s mind – Expect 

them to respond with extra pressure on you.1 

In the rare instance that the authority is unwilling to listen to your 
appeal, you must be willing to suffer for righteousness’ sake.  
 

Matthew 5:10-12  Blessed are they which are persecuted for 
righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 1Blessed are ye, when 
men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil 
against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is 
your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before 
you. 

 Matthew 10:32-39  Whosoever therefore shall confess me before 
men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven. But 
whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father 
which is in heaven. Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came 
not to send peace, but a sword. For I am come to set a man at variance against 
his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law 
against her mother in law. And a man's foes shall be they of his own 
household. He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: 
and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. And he 
that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me. He that 
findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it. 

 

  Acts 4:19  But Peter and John answered and said unto them, 
Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto 
God, judge ye. 

 

  Daniel 6:12-16  Then they came near, and spake before the king 
concerning the king's decree; Hast thou not signed a decree, that every man 
that shall ask a petition of any God or man within thirty days, save of thee, O 
king, shall be cast into the den of lions? The king answered and said, The 
thing is true, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which altereth 
not.Then answered they and said before the king, That Daniel, which is of the 
children of the captivity of Judah, regardeth not thee, O king, nor the decree 
that thou hast signed, but maketh his petition three times a day. Then the 
king, when he heard these words, was sore displeased with himself, and set his 
heart on Daniel to deliver him: and he laboured till the going down of the sun 
to deliver him. Then these men assembled unto the king, and said unto the 
king, Know, O king, that the law of the Medes and Persians is, That no 
decree nor statute which the king establisheth may be changed. Then the king 
commanded, and they brought Daniel, and cast him into the den of lions. Now 
the king spake and said unto Daniel, Thy God whom thou servest 
continually, he will deliver thee. 
 

                                                           
1 Institute in Basic Life Principles, Basic Seminar book, Page 34-35 


