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As we step back into our study through the Gospel of 
Matthew, letÕs briefly review some of the major themes of 
Matthew that weÕve seen in Chapters 1-10. 
 
1. JESUS IS THE SOVEREIGN KING 
 
Ch 1 Genealogy of the King - kingly and divine heritage 
Ch 2 Birth of the King  - divine birth 
Ch 3 Anointing of the King - John the Baptist 
Ch 4 Testing of the King  - temptation in wilderness 
 
One of the most obvious themes of the book of Matthew is 
the Kingship of Jesus, and that He came to this world to 
connect people with the Kingdom of God.  
 
His Name: 
 
Jesus was far more than a great man or a wise teacher. He was 
and is the King!  This wonderful truth is revealed throughout 
the Gospel of Matthew, beginning with the very first verse: 
 
Matthew 1:1 —“The record o f  the genealogy o f  Jesus the 
Mess iah,  the son o f  David,  the son o f  Abraham:” 
 
His name was Jesus. Jesus is a translation of his actual Hebrew 
name, Yeshua. This name is rich in meaning. The first part, Ye, 
is an abbreviation for YHWH, the name of God (Exodus 
3:15). These four consonants (known by theologians as the 
Tetragrammaton)  are often pronounced as Yahweh or 
Yahowah or Jehovah. The second part, shua, comes from the 
Hebrew word for Òsalvation or Òrescuing.Ó So, Jesus means 
ÒGod saves!Ó We also see in this verse (and in verse 16) that 
he was the long-awaited Messiah. This is a rough transliteration 
of the Hebrew word Messiach that in English is translated as 
Christ. It means Òthe anointed one.Ó So, the name Jesus Christ 
really means ÒGod saves through his anointed one!Ó Wow! 
The Good News is presented even in his very name! (Note 
that this might be a good reminder the next time you hear 
someone use his name as a curse word!) 
 
His Lineage: 
 
Matthew 1:1 goes on to call him the son of David. MatthewÕs 
original Jewish audience knew well what this meant. David was 
the greatest king in IsraelÕs history up to this time. Since Jesus 

was a son (descendent of) David, he was in the kingly line and 
therefore eligible to be IsraelÕs king. In Matthew 1:6, we see 
that Jesus was also a descendent of DavidÕs son, Solomon, 
another great king in the nationÕs history, providing yet further 
proof that Jesus met the requirements to be the greatest King!  
 
The Evidence: 
 
Indications that Jesus is the Messianic King are presented in 
every chapter of Matthew: 1:1, 16; 2:2; 3:2; 4:17-23; 5:3, 10-
12,19-20; 6:10, 20; 7:21; 8:11-12; 9:35; 10:7; 11:11-12; 12:28; 
13:11,19,24,31,33,44,47; 14:33; 15:22; 16:19,28; (17:5); 
18:1,4,23; 19:14,23; 20:1, 21:5,31, 43; 22:2; 23:13; 24:14; 25:1,4; 
26:29; 27:11; 28:18. 
 
Implications: 
 
Jesus was and is the greatest King in the history of the world, 
who came to bring his Kingdom.  He was greater than the 
greatest kings of his day, including Herod and Caesar, and he 
is greater than the kings and rulers of our day, including the 
Governor, the President, or anyone else we will ever meet. He 
is the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords. He is even greater 
than you and me! 
 

 
JESUS IS THE KING OF KINGS. HE IS 
GREATER THAN ANY LEGISLATOR OR 
GOVERNOR OR PRESIDENT. HE IS EVEN 
GREATER THAN YOU AND ME! 

 

 
Coloss ians 1:15-16 “He is  the image o f  the invis ib le  God, 
the f i rs tborn o f  a l l  creat ion.  For by Him al l  things were  
created,  both in the heavens and on earth,  v i s ib le  and 
invis ib le ,  whether thrones or  dominions or rulers  or  
author i t i es—all  things have been created through Him and 
for  Him.” 

Notice that all things have been created by Him, but also for 
Him. That includes us. As the sovereign king, leading His 
Kingdom, he is in charge. He makes the rules, and commands 
us to yield to him in all we do. 
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2. JESUS IS A CARING KING 
 
Ch.’s 8-9, 14-15  The King’s Compassion 
 
Fortunately for us, our King is a benevolent, compassionate, 
merciful, just, caring King who looks out for our best interests. 
We can trust Him completely. 
 
 
3. JESUS CALLS US TO FOLLOW HIM 
 
Ch 5-7 Values of the King - Sermon on the Mount 
Ch 8-9 Authority of the King  
  
When we understand what a wonderful King Jesus is, we will 
want to follow Him.  Our King calls us to follow him closely. 
We are not to follow him as we might ÒfollowÓ someone on 
twitter. Rather, we follow as his disciples, walking closely with 
Jesus to learn from Jesus, to learn how to become like Jesus. 
This happens as we yield every area of our lives to his loving 
care and instruction.   
 
Have you yielded to the King?   
• Have you yielded your mind and your thinking to him, 

conforming your thoughts to His Word rather than trying 
to conform His Word to your thoughts?   

• Have you yielded your will and your decisions to him?  
• Have you yielded your career to him? Someone rightly 

cautioned regarding government leaders, ÒMany 
politicians believe in God. The problem is that many of 
them think they are him.Ó Many leaders have sacrificed 
their connection with God and their family on the altar of 
career success. May we not make that same mistake. 

 
 

MOST POLITICIANS BELIEVE IN GOD. 
THE PROBLEM IS THAT MANY OF THEM 
THINK THEY ARE HIM! 

 

 
4. JESUS CALLS US INTO HIS SERVICE 
 
Ch 10:1-42 Training the King’s Representatives 
Ch 11-12 Opposition to the King 
Ch 13  Mysteries of the King 

Ch 14-15 Compassion of the King 
Ch 16-17 Revealing of the King 
Ch 18-20 Mercy of the King 
Ch 21  Coronation of the King 
Ch 22-24  Preparation for the King 
Ch 25-28 Passion of the King 
 
Jesus is still here. He is alive. He is still the King. And, He calls 
us into his service. It will not be easy, but He will be with us 
and will guide us.  As we serve Him, we will be blessed and 
others will be blessed through us. 
 
Nothing in life is more important than lovingly serving the 
King. As an old poem says, ÒOnly one life, Ôtwill soon be past, 
only whatÕs done for Christ will last.Ó (C.T. Studd). 

 
“ONLY ONE LIFE, ‘TWILL SOON BE PAST, 
ONLY WHAT’S DONE FOR CHRIST WILL 
LAST.”  – C.T. STUDD 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

Have you ever yielded to Christ, asking Him to be your King? 
Why not do so now? You could begin with a simple prayer like 
this: “Dear God, I know that you are the King. Thank you for sending 
your son Jesus to this world so that I can know about your Kingdom. I 
want to be in that Kingdom, following you now and forever. Thank you 
that Jesus was the Messiah, that he came to die for my sins, that he rose 
again and is alive now to guide me.  Please forgive my sins completely 
through his sacrifice, and include me in your Kingdom. Help me to learn 
the ways of your Kingdom from your Word and follow you more and more 
closely each day.  I pray this in Jesus name. Amen … and Thank You!” 
 

 

 

 

 

 


