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Tuesday, 10 January 2012
Various Scriptures — “Why the Bible?”

Introduction

The theological term “revelation” refers both to God’s self-disclosure with
regard to His nature and purpose for humanity, and the corpus of truth
made known. The term is derived from the Greek word apokalupsis
(&mokdALP1G), which means “a disclosure” ot “revelation,” and may pertain
to the act whereby God reveals a truth through creation (Ps 19; Rom 1:18-
21), dreams (Dan 2:20-30), miracles (John 20:30-31), oral communication
(Exod 3:1-9; Acts 22:17-21), and the person of Jesus Christ (John 1:14, 18).
Revelation may also pertain to the content of the truth revealed, that is, the
words contained in the Bible. The two mediums of God’s revelation include:
general revelation and special trevelation. General revelation is received
through creation and conscience (Ps 19; Rom 1—3; Acts 14:15-17; 17:22-
37); it is the world all around humanity and also certain sensibilities within
humanity. Special revelation is the very Word of God (the 39 books of the
Old Testament and 27 books of the New Testament).

THE NECESSITY OF GOD’S REVELATION

Humanity needs communication from God with regard to who He is and
what He requires. The thousands of disorganized and organized religions
that exist worldwide today is evidence that humanity is confused and
ignorant with regard to God’s revelation.

[YOU AND I NEED] COMMUNICATION FROM GOD WITH REGARD
TO WHO HE IS AND WHAT HE REQUIRES.

Although it is not necessarily a search for the true God (Rom 3:11),
humanity’s religious and philosophical pursuits indicate the emptiness in life

that occurs due to the absence of God, as a consequence of disobedience
and unbelief. All humanity recognizes the necessity for authority in life
because there is a fundamental human need to function according to one’s
truth perception. As opposed to sola Scriptura, other sources of authority may
include, for example: church traditions, human reason, individuals, occult
practices/superstitions, religious groups, and theological persuasions (some
of which may be valid and others obviously not, but even those with validity

must never contradict, subjugate, or substitute biblical revelation).

God’s Word is, of course, the ultimate authority for everything necessary
to salvation (cf. 2 Pet 1:3), and because Scripture alone contains such truth,
it must necessarily communicate it with perspicuity so as to be
comprehensible to all humanity. Indeed, the Bible is sufficiently perspicuous
in this regard for any person who will receive Scripture for the authority that
it is (cf. Ps 119:105, 130; 2 Pet 3:16). The petspicuity of Scripture does not
obviate the need for hermeneutics but does makes understanding possible.
There are certainly those who regard biblical truth as abstruse, yet this does
not result from obscurity in Scripture; rather, obfuscation is the consequence
of one’s own spiritual blindness or lack of understanding by those who do
not strive for the omniperfect clarity of the truth. Sadly, there are some who
become so preoccupied with thoughts contrary to Scripture that they
prevent understanding it.

THE LOGIC OF GOD’S REVELATION

There are several facts to consider that demonstrate the logic of God’s
revelation. The facts may be stated as propositions, which then demand a
conclusion. The first proposition is that God exists, and therefore, it is
logical that He would desire to reveal Himself to humanity. When one
considers the exquisite design of the world, it is logical to affirm belief that
God exists (Rom 1:18-21). Just as nature testifies of a Creator, so does one’s
conscience. There is a sense of right and wrong in all people, which leads to
the conclusion of a Lawgiver. Since both nature and conscience testify to the
existence of a Supreme Being, it is logical to assume that God would reveal

Himself to His creation.

God revealed Himself as Creator, in Genesis 1:1. The second proposition
concerns God’s power to create from nothing (ex #ibil), which affirms that
God has the ability to reveal Himself. The third proposition is derived from
contemplation of God’s creation, which reveals immense concern for the
world and its inhabitants who were brought into being; therefore, one can
affirm that God would want to reveal Himself. The fourth proposition is
based upon the reality that our created being and God-given conscience
demand accountability. God would need to reveal Himself so His creation
would know what he expects, and the image of God provides humanity with
an intellect to understand His revelation. Consequently, one may conclude
that it is logical to believe that God revealed Himself through both natural
revelation (creation) and special revelation (Scripture).
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GENERAL REVELATION

Romans 1:19 — “becanse that which is known about God is evident

within them; for God made it evident to them.”

Scripture teaches that knowledge of God’s existence is “evident” to
humanity, even to those who have not read the Bible. “For since the
creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine
nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been
made, so that they are without excuse” (Rom 1:20). As preliminary truth,
general revelation is sufficient to condemn those who “suppress the truth in
unrighteousness” (Rom 1:18).

The conscience is another source of knowledge of God’s existence, even
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for those “who do not have the Law,” that is, moral truth with regard to
God’s person and will. Romans 2:15 teaches that the conscience is “the work
of the Law written in their hearts.” All humanity has a moral sensibility, that
is, a cognitive awareness of right and wrong. The human conscience is the

result of being created in the “image of God” (cf. Gen 1:20).

SPECIAL REVELATION

Special revelation is the medium by which God revealed Himself directly
and specifically. The reality of this medium is evident in history (e.g. Exod
12:29-33; 2 Kgs 24:1-4; Dan 2:36-45; Rom 8:28), miracles (Exod 7—12;
Exod 17; Matt 11:2-6; Matt 14; Mark 6; Luke 9; John 2; John 9), preservation
of creation (Ps 36:6; 37:28; 66:9; Acts 17:28; Col 1:17; Heb 1:3), prophecy (2
Sam 23:2; Dan 9:25-26; Luke 19:42-44; Acts 22:17-21; Eph 3:5), and the
person of Jesus Christ (Matt 1:23; Mark 4:41; Luke 5:24; John 1:14; 14:7-11;
Heb 1:3). The record of this medium is the Bible. General revelation may be
deduced from creation and conscience, albeit only special revelation is
sufficient to provide truth necessary for salvation (redemption). General
revelation is essential to comprehend special revelation for without
knowledge of God’s existence one cannot adequately understand God’s self-
disclosure in Jesus Christ. There is an evident relationship between
responding humbly and truthfully to general revelation, and the availability
of special revelation to those who call upon the name of the Lord (Rom
10:13-15). The Bible is the “embodiment of knowledge and truth” (cf. Rom
2:20), which is necessary for faith/trust, for salvation (redemption).

THE INSPIRATION OF GOD’S REVELATION

The Bible is not merely a record of revelation; rather, it is the divine record
of revelation. Scripture is not merely a revelation from God; rather, it is the
only written revelation from God. Whereas revelation is the content and
medium by which God has given truth, inspiration is the manner in which
the truth has been recorded. Second Timothy 3:16-17 and 2 Peter 1:20-21
are two primary biblical texts that affirm the doctrine of inspiration.

2 Timothy 3:16 — “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for

teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness.

2 Peter 1:21 — “for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will,
but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.”

The extent of inspiration includes “all Scripture,” which means the entire
Old and New Testaments are inspired, not merely portions of the Bible (this
doctrine is called plenary, or full, inspiration). The word “inspiration” is
detived from the Greek thegpnenstos (Be6MVELOTOG), which means “God-
breathed.” The origin of Scripture is God, and the Bible represents His
thought. God inspired the very words of Scripture (this doctrine is called
verbal inspiration). Verbal inspiration applies only to the original autographs,
which were penned by the biblical authors (who were not, i actual fact,
inspired; rather, they were “moved by the Holy Spirit” so that the text itself,
that is, the words are inspired).

“Prophecy of Scripture” is used broadly in 2 Peter 1:20, and has reference
to God’s revelation by means of prediction (foretelling) and proclamation
(telling). The gift of prophecy enables humanity to receive truth directly
from God. The origin of prophetic Scripture is not the human will; rather,
the biblical authors “spoke from God.” Scripture is repeatedly stated as
originating with God. The word translated “moved” in 2 Peter 1:21 is the
passive participle pheromenoi (pepSpevor), which is a word picture of the
biblical writers being impelled by the Holy Spirit to write God’s words (Acts
27:15 uses the same Greek word for a ship “driven along” by the wind).

God took the initiative and gave His truth through the Holy Spirit, who
impelled erring humans as penmen, yet miraculously superintended them as
they wrote thereby preventing any error or omission in Scripture. Scripture is
“God-breathed,” and can be trusted as being inerrant and infallible. The
trustworthiness of Scripture means it is credible and is worthy of belief. God
gave His Word to reveal Himself and His will for humanity. Scripture makes
errant humans wise unto salvation, and hearing and heeding it will certainly
grant you the strength and wisdom needed for the legislative session.

Thank _you for allowing me the honor to provide ongoing Bible studies to you. If you have
any questions, please feel free to talk with me, or contact me by email or phone. I am

praying for you personally throughont the day and week (1 Tim 2:1-4).

ABOUT CAPITOL COMMISSION

Capitol Commission state directors are pastors/missionaries who teach weekly
verse-by-verse Bible studies for legislators, lobbyists, and staff members. State
directors also meet personally with many government leaders to proclaim
God’s grace in salvation, to encourage our leaders, pray with them, and provide
biblical counsel. The mission of Capitol Commission is to reach the Capitol
community for Christ, one person at a time, to disciple them, and to prepare
them for a lifetime of ministry, wherever God chooses to place them.

Capitol Commission is a charitable and religious nonprofit corporation
under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Capitol Commission,
Georgia, is supported by the generous gifts of businesses, churches, and
individuals. Capitol Commission is not a state-funded work; rather, those with
a heart for the Capitol community fund it. Please join us in this ministry!



