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Tuesday, 17 January 2012 
I John 1:1-10 – “Relationship Dynamics” 

 
Introduction 

The Gospel of John was written approximately AD 85-95 by the Apostle 

John. First John was written AD 85, that is, during the general time that 

John wrote his Gospel. First John is important because it provides clarity 

with regard to the circumstances and issues that the church was experiencing 

by the end of the first century. Even as the church grew numerically, there 

was also opposition. The incipient church was dependent upon traveling 

evangelists and teachers to communicate the gospel, which would result in 

the Lord Òadding to their number day by day those who were being savedÓ 

(e.g. Acts 2:47). Consequently, there was significant communication among 

local churches by means of correspondence and personal visitation. As a 

consequence of these circumstances, the early church needed to be vigilant 

in their discernment because many false teachers sought to distinguish 

themselves as being legitimate leaders. First John 2:18 warns, ÒChildren, it is 

the last hour; and just as you have heard that antichrist is coming, even now 

many antichrists have appeared; from this we know that it is the last hour.Ó 

Several noteworthy characteristics of First John include: (1) the intended 

influence is moralÑ not localÑ which is evident because there is no 

particular destination; (2) the reason why the Epistle is not local in 

destination is because it reveals the church as a Christian society; (3) the 

great dangers for believers is not from the outside (because the world has 

been overcome); rather, the threats are among those who profess faith; (4) 

some of the contentious subjects have been resolved, hence there is not 

explanation with regard to the differences between law and grace, nor the 

former alienation of Jews and Gentiles; (5) the primary issues at the writing 

of I John are with regard to the person and work of Jesus Christ, which were 

addressed by announcing that Christ came in the flesh (4:2-3; cf. John 1:14) 

and will return in the flesh (2:28; cf. 2 John 7); (6) the facts of the good news 

of receiving GodÕs grace through faith in Jesus Christ forms the basis for 

First John (1:1ff; 2:24; 4:14); and, (7) the actual apprehension of the Lord 

Jesus Christ by a vital faith and trust is the basis for conduct (1:6; 2:4, 9). 

THE DYNAMIC OF FELLOWSHIP 

(vv. 1-4) The first chapter of I John stresses the necessity to forgive and 
repent so that we are able to have fellowship with God and with others. 
Emphasis is given to being cleansed from Òall unrighteousness,Ó which 
results in freedom with relation to God, and also others with whom we have 
intimate fellowship. 

 

. . . THE ESSENCE OF THE CHRISTIAN MESSAGE . . . [IS] . . . THAT ETERNAL 

LIFE  HAS  BEEN  MANIFESTED  IN  THE  INCARNATE  SON  OF  GOD.

 

Verses 1-4 form the prologue for I John, and indicate that the epistle will 
proclaim what was observed Òconcerning the Word of Life.Ó An eyewitness 
of Jesus Christ wrote first John, and based upon that experience will share 
what he knew concerning Him. The author stressed having Òheard,Ó Òseen,Ó 
and ÒtouchedÓ the Lord Jesus. There were false teachers in the first century, 
who were called ÒantichristsÓ because they denied that God took human 
flesh to Himself in the person of Jesus Christ (viz. the incarnation). 
Eyewitnesses easily refuted the false teaching. The title ÒWord of LifeÓ 
means that Jesus is an eternal being. One may easily deduce that He is the 
source of creation, the source of all revelation, the means of all spiritual life, 
and that the consummation of all things will proceed from Him. Verses 1-2 
stress the essence of the Christian message by proclaiming that eternal life 
has been manifested in the incarnate Son of God. 

The reason for the proclamation is so you and I Òmay have fellowshipÓ (v. 
3). The recipients of this letter were those who trusted in the Lord Jesus for 
salvation (2:12-14); therefore, the ÒfellowshipÓ is not that which begins at 
salvation; rather, this is the continual ÒfellowshipÓ among those who are 
believers. The present tense verb, Òmay have,Ó indicates that you and I can 
continue to enjoy the biblical revelation by apprehending the complete truth 
in Christ. One cannot be in complete fellowship with others unless also in 
fellowship with God. The false teachers could disrupt the mutual fellowship 
of believers by perverting the biblical message. The simple preposition, 
Òwith,Ó indicates that believers have communion with God, as opposed to 
being absorbed in Him, which is a vital distinction to make in Hindu and 
Buddhist locales, as much as it was in the first century. 

UNDERSTANDING GNOSTICISM 

First John is not entirely polemical but does provide substantive warning 

against a Gnosticism that was becoming ever more persuasive. Gnosticism 

was a heresy that was becoming more developed when the New Testament 
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was written; therefore, the Bible either refutes the incipient Gnostic 

teachings or addresses the teachings that resulted in the Gnosticism that was 

persuasive in the second century. Gnosticism is derived from the Greek 

term gnosis/ gnw'si", meaning Òknowledge.Ó There were two primary 

Gnostic teachings: (1) salvation was found in a mystical, spiritual knowledge; 

and, (2) spirit and flesh was regarded as separate entities. Docetism was 

based upon Gnosticism, and its adherents believed Jesus was truly God but 

merely appeared to be human (Gk. dokew/ dokevw, Òto appearÓ or Òto 

seemÓ). Both teachings denied the physical death and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ, as the one and only God-Man. If any form of Gnosticism were true, 

it would mean that GodÕs grace is not received on the basis of trust in the 

substitutionary atonement of Christ; rather, salvation would be gained 

through mystical, spiritual knowledge. 

THE DYNAMIC OF FORGIVENESS 

(vv. 5-10) The message declared in verse 5 is that ÒGod is Light, and in Him 
there is no darkness at all.Ó Light and darkness are prominent themes in the 
Gospel of John and in First John. They are word pictures of the conflict 
between good and evil that is resident within every man and woman. 
Scripture uses light as a metaphor for God, and for His truth, understanding, 
and righteousness, which are definitive. Whether you are here at the Capitol 
or some other location, you will be confronted many times throughout the 
day to resolve to walk in light (truth, knowledge, and righteousness) as 
opposed to being in darkness (falsehood, ignorance, and sin). 

Psalm 27:1 Ñ  The LORD is my l ight and my salvation. . .  . 

Psalm 104:2 Ð Bless the LORD, O my soul. .  .  !  Covering Yourself with l ight 
as with a cloak. . .  . 

John 8:12 Ð Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, ÒI am the Light of the 
world; he who follows Me wil l  not walk in the darkness, but wil l  have the 
Light of l i fe.Ó 

God is Light and there is no darkness in Him. Therefore, whoever claims 

to Òhave fellowship with Him,Ó yet lives in habitual sin is a liar and does not 

practice the truth (v. 6). Conversely, if we walk in the light, Òwe have 

fellowshipÓ with God, Òand the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all 

sinÓ (v. 7). The verb (kaqarizei/ kaqarivzei) translated ÒcleansesÓ is in the 

present tense, which suggests continuous and progressive action, as opposed 

to a cleansing in the judicial sense. The cleansing includes the forgiveness 

from all past sin at the moment of salvation, yet the present tense indicates 

that those who walk in the light are cleansed from sinÕs defilement and 

experience ongoing sanctification (i.e. being transformed into Christlikeness). 

Scripture refers to two kinds of sins: those things we ought not to do (sins 
of commission) and not doing those things we ought to do (sins of 
omission). The more that we seek the knowledge of GodÕs Word, which 

through application of it leads to the wisdom we seek and for which we all 
pray (2 Chron 1:10; Ps 111:10; Prov 1:7; 2:1-22; 4:1-27; 13:4; Eccl 7:12), the 
more likely we will disregard the things we ought not to do. However, only 
Jesus lived a perfect life, which means we will sin, even as believers. To 
assert otherwise is to be deceived and to live a lie (v. 8). 

We are comforted, however, in verses 9-10. Although we have sin in our 
lives, we can still be cleansed from this sin and continue to have fellowship 
with God, which, of course, will impact our relationships with others. ÒIf we 
confess our sins,Ó we have a familial (parental) forgiveness from God, just as 
when the sin of a child or spouse is confessed and fellowship is restored 
with parents or oneÕs spouse. Judicial forgiveness is only needed once (Rom 
5:6-11; Eph 1:7). We are to confess our sins based upon love and respect for 
the Lord God, and then the fellowship between God and us will be restored. 
Unfortunately, even believers continue to sin (v. 10); therefore, when the 
Holy Spirit convicts us, we are to confess our sins and receive the promise 
of restoration that is given in verse 9. We are wise to see our need for 
repentance and forgiveness, as expressed in the quote below. 

If the universe is not governed by an absolute goodness, then all our efforts are 
in the long run hopeless. But if it is, then we are making ourselves enemies to 
that goodness every day, and are not in the least likely to do any better 
tomorrow, and so our case is hopeless again. . . . 

Christianity tells people to repent and promises them forgiveness. It therefore 
has nothing (as far as I know) to say to people who do not know they have done 
anything to repent of and who do not feel that they need any forgiveness. It is 
after you have realized that there is a real Moral Law, and a Power behind the 
law, and that you have broken that law and put yourself wrong with that 
PowerÑ it is after all this, and not a moment sooner, that Christianity begins to 
talk. When you know you are sick, you will listen to the doctor [C. S. Lewis, Mere 
Christianity, rev. ed. (New York: Collier Books, 1952) 38-39]. 

First John 1 tells us that we are sick and need a doctor, and if we do not 
receive one, then we will perish eternally. Scripture is unambiguous that we 
are sinners, and must repent to receive forgiveness of sins. When we do 
so, we will be made well by the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. We ought 
not doubt the need for repentance and forgiveness, for these actions are 
the foundation for all relationship dynamics, both divine and human. 

Thank you for allowing me the honor to provide ongoing Bible studies to you. If you have 
any questions, please feel free to talk with me, or contact me by email or phone. I am 
praying for you personally throughout the day and week (1 Tim 2:1-4). 
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