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of receiving GodOs grace through faith in Jesus Christ forms the bas
CAPITOL BIBLE STUDY First John (1:1ff; 2:24; 4:14); and, (7) the actual apprehensiohasfl the

Jesus Christ by a vital fatid trusis the basifor conduct (1:6; 2:4, 9).
Location:

123 CAP THE DYNAMIC OF FELLOWSHIP

(vv. ) The first chapter of | John stresses the necessity to forgive
repent so that we are able to have fellowship with God and with oth
TUESDAYS @ 7:15AM Emphasis is given to being cleansed from Oall unrighteousness,O

and again @ noon results in freedom with relation to God, and also others with whom we h
intimate fellowship.

Times:

Tuesday, 17 January 2012

I John 1:1-10 — “Relationship Dynamics” ... THE ESSENCE OF THE CHRISTIAN MESSAGE ... [IS] ... THAT ETERNAL

LIFE HAS BEEN MANIFESTED IN THE INCARNATE SON OF GOD.
Introduction

Verses 4 form the prologu®r | John, and indicate that the epistle will
proclaim what was observed Oconcerning the Word ofArifey@witness
of Jesus Christ wrote first John, aadel upon that experience will share
what he knew concerning Him. The author stressed having Oheard,0 C
with regard to the circumstances and issues that the church was experiefid@touchedO the Lord Jesus. There were false teachers in the first c
by the end of the first centuBven as the church grew numericallyetherwho were called OantichristsO because they denied that God took k
was also oppositioiThe incipient church was dependent upon travelinfesh to Himself in the person of Jesus Christ (viz. the incarnatic
Eyewitnesses easily refuted the false teadiagtitle OWord of LifeO
r\r)eg s that Jesus is an eternal being. One may easily deduce that He

the Lord Oadding to their number day by day those who were being sasoeurce of creation, the sourcelbfevelation, the means of all spiritual life,

(e.g. Acts 2:47Consequently, theveas significant communication amoNgandthatthe consummation of all things will proceed from Mienses 2

local churches by means of correspondence and personal visitation. &fedgthe essence of the Christian message by proclaiming that eterne
consequence of these circumstances, the early church needed to be vigibeen manifested in the incarnate Son of God.

The Gospel of John was written approximately AD58By the Apostle
John.First John was written AD 85, thatdsying the general time that
John wrote his Gospdtirst John ismportant becausé providesclarity

evangelists and teachers to communicaigosipel, which would result in

in their discernment because many false teachers sought to distinguish o R o
The reasn for the proclamation is so you and | Omay have fellowshipC

) T ) ! lﬁ%se recipients of this letter were those who trusted in the Lord Jesu
the last hour; and just as you have heard that antichrist is coming, evergg%ﬁon (2:124): therefore, the OfellowshipO is not that which begin
many antichrists have appeared; from this we know that it is the last hougdpation; rather, this is the tomal Ofellowship® among those who a
believers. The present tense verb, Omay have,O indicates that you an
Several noteworthy chateristics of First John include: (1) the intendedontinue to enjoy the biblical revelation by apprehending the complete t
influence is morflinot locall which is evident because there is ndn Christ. One cannot be in complete fellowship with othezssualso in
ffellowship with GodThe false teachers could disrupt the mutual fellowsk
of believers by perverting the biblical message. The simple preposi

) ] _ Owith,O indicates that believers have communion with God, as oppos
great dangers for believers is not from the outssgause the world has ejng ahsorbed in Himhich is a vital distinction to make in Hindu anc

been overcomerather, the threats are among those who profess faith; Bl)ddhist locales, as much as it was in the first century.

some of the contentious subjects have been resolved, hence there is not

explanation with regatd the differences between law and grace, nor ttéNDERSTANDING GNOSTICISM

former alienation of Jews and Gentiles; (5) the primary issues at the writing

of 1 John are with regard to the person and work of Jesus Christ, which vl\ifler'et John is not entirely polemical but does provide substantive war
addressed by announcing that Christ came ireshe(:3; cf. John 1:14) against a Gnosticism that was becoming everpameasive. Gnosticism

and will return in the flesh (2:28; cf. 2 Joh(6Y}he facts of the good news

themselves as being legitimate leaders. First John 2:18 warns, C)Childr%‘l}

particular destination; (2) the reason why the Epistle is notinloca
destination is because it reveals the church as a Christign (&)ciké

was aheresy thatvas becoming more developed when the New Testam
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was written; therefore, the Bible either refutes the incipient Gnogheough application of it leads to the wisdom we seek and for which w
teachings or addresses the teachings that resulted in the Gnosticism th&¥@a& Chron 1:10; Ps 111:10; Prov 1:722:14:327; 13:4; Eccl 7:12), the
persuasive irhé second centurgznosticism is derived from the Greek more likely we will disregard the things we ought not to do. Houryer,

) R ] . , ) Jesus lived a perfect life, which means we will sin, even as believer
term gnosis/ yvdaig, meaning Oknowledgeliere were two primary . o otherwise is to be deceivedalide a lidv. 8)

Gnostic teachings: (1) salvation was found in a mystical, spiritual knowledge;

and, (2) spirit and flesh was regarded as separd¢s. ddtitetism was  We are comforted, however, in versg. Although we have sin in our
based upon Gnosticism, and its adherents believed Jesus was truly Gdiy@mitwe can still be cleansed from this sin and continue to have fellov
with God, which, of course, will impact our relationships with others. OIf

seemO). Both teachings denied the physical death and resurrection of\fv é‘éﬁ%s our sins,0 we have a familial (parental) forgiveness frjrst Ged,

) o en the sin of a child or spouse is confessed and figlasvsbstored
Christ, as the one andly GodMan. If any form of Gnosticismeretrue, with parents or one§muse. Judicial forgiveness is only needed once (R

it would mean that GodOs grace is not received on the bastsrofttel  5:611: Eph 1:7). We aredonfess our sins based upon love and respect |
substitutionary atonement of Christ; rather, salvation would be gaitiezlLord God, anthenthe felbwship between God and us Wdlrestored.

merely appeared to be human (@dkeo/ Soxéw, Oto appearO or Oto

through mystical, spiritual knowledge. Unfortunately, even believers continue to sin (v. 10); therefore, when
Holy Spirit convicts us, we are to confesssinsandreceive the promise
THE DYNAMIC OF FORGIVENESS of restoration that igivenin verse 9We are wise to see our need for

repentance and forgiveness, as expressed in the quote below.

(vv. B10)The message declared in verse 5 is that OGod is Light, and in Him

. P . . Iﬁﬁ%e universe is not governed by an absolute goodness, then all uareffor
there is no darkness at all.O Light and darkness are prominent themes in;thg long run hopeless. But if it is, then we are making ourselves enemies

Gospel of John and in First John. Theywayed pictures of the conflict  that goodneszvery day, and are not in the least likely to do any bettel
between good andvil that is resident within every man and woman. tomorrow, and so owase is haessagain. . . .

. . . - Christianity tells people to repent and promises them forgiveness. It therefo
Scripture uses light as a metaphor for, &odfor His truth, understanding, |~ nothing (yas fargs kanow) tg say to p%ople whot doaw t?]ey have done

and righteousngsshich are definitivéVhether you are here at the Capitol anything to repent of and who do not feel that they need avefiess. Iis
or some other location, you will be confronted niams throughout the after you have realized that there is a real Moral Law, and a Power behind

I : w, and that yohave broken that law and put yourself wrong with that
day to resolve to walk in light (truth, knowledge, and righteousness) weN it is after all this, and not somentsooner, that Christianity begins to

oppased to being in darkness (falsehood, ignorance, and sin). talk. Whenyou know you are sick, you will listen to the dfCtoB. Lewidviere
Christianityev. ed. (New York: Collier Books, 1952338
Psalm 27:8 The LORD is my ligmtdanysalvation. . . .

First John 1 tells us that we are sick and need a doctor, and if we do |
receive one, then we vpidlrish eternally®ripture is unambiguous that we
are sinners, and must repent to receive forgiveness of sins. When we
John 8:1® Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, Ol am the Lighsopfwé@ewill be made well e Lord and SavidlesusChrist We ought

world; he whildwsve will not walk in the darkness, but will have tiot doubt the need for repentance and forgiveness, for these actions
Light of life.O the fourdation for all relationship dynamics, both divine and human.

Psalm 104:2Bless the LORD, mysoul. . ! Covering Yourself with light
as with a cloak. . . .

God is Light and there is no daeks in Him. Therefore, whoever claimsthank you for allowing me the honor to provide ongoing Bible studies t
to Ohwe fellowship with Hip® yet lives in habitual sin is a liar and does namy questions, please feel free to talk with me, or contact me by em:

practice the trutiiv. 6) Conversely, if we walk in the light, Owe ha\}éraying for yosgueally throughout the day and week4)L Tim 2:1
fellowshipO with God, Oand the blood of Jesus His Son cledraesall
sinO (v. 7). Theerb gatharizeil kabapitel) translated OcleansesO is in the

i i i ) ABOUT CAPITOL COMMISSION
present tense, which suggests continuous and progressive action, as O@a%%t%?Commission state directors are pastors/missionaries who teach weekly

to a cleansing in the judicial sense. The cleansing includes the forgivenesby-verse Bible studies for legislators, lobbyists, and staff members. State
. . .. directors also meet personally with many government leaders to proclaim
from all pastia at the moment of salvation, yet the present tense indicaggys grace in salvation, to encourage our leaders, pray with them, and provide

that those who walk in the light are cleansed from sinOs defilementi&Hgp! counsel. The mission of Capitol Commission is to reach the Capitol
community for Christ, one person at a time, to disciple them, and to prepare

experience ongoing sanctificationbgieg transformeidto Christlikeness).  them for a lifetime of ministry, wherever God chooses to place them.
Capitol Commission is a charitable and religious nonprofit corporation

Scripturerefers to two kinds of sinsp#e things we ought not to do (sins under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Capitol Commission,
Georgia, is supported by the generous gifts of businesses, churches, and

of commission) and not doing those things we ought to do (sins i@dividuals. Capitol Commission is not a state-funded work; rather, those with
omission). The more that we seek the knowledge of GodOs Word, vithiehet for the Capitol community fund it. Please join us in this ministry!
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