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CAPITOL BIBLE STUDY

Location:
123 CAP

Times:

TUESDAYS @ 7:15Am
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Tuesday, 24 January 2012
First John 2:1-24 — “Bread or Crumbs?”

Introduction

In seeking to understand First John, it would seem best to regard the letter
as symphonic, that is, basic themes appear in a seties of cycles. First John
contains a series of affirmations to believers, as noted by the recurrent words
“little children” and “beloved.” First John was directed to Christians who
were being confronted with teachings antithetical to those revealed by the
Holy Spirit, and also emphasized the balance needed between being forgiven
and excusing personal sin. First John 2 begins with the preventive objective
stated: “so that you may not sin.” Scripture not only addresses the present
(2:1-2), but also instructs us with regard to preventive measures for our
wellbeing (2:3-24). First John 2:1-24 contrasts thriving upon the “Bread of

Life” or starving with crumbs from sinful attitudes and values.
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(vv. ) Much of the content of First John relates to false teaching that is
destructive (and even damnable heresy, in the words of 2 Peter 2:1). The
structure of 1:5—2:2 refers to false propositions, which are answered
through a Christian apologetic. The false teaching is stated in 1:6, 8, and 10,
followed by the Christian concepts in 1:7, 9, and 2:1-2. The entirety of the
teachings is predicated upon the proposition that a sanctified (godly) life is
impossible without a living-redemptive relationship to God the Father
through His Son, Jesus Christ. First John 1:5—2:2, thetefore, provides
exhortation with regard to not sinning and receiving forgiveness, and this

teaching continues with 2:3-24.

(1:6) False propositibme say that we have fellowship with
False practieend yet walk in the darkness,
Refutationve k& and do not practice the truth;

(1:7) Command and promiseif we walk in the Light as H
Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one
and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sir

(1:8)False propositidnve say that meeve no sin,
Refutatiomve are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not il

(1:9) Command and proiiisex confess our sins, He is faithful
righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us
unrighteousness.

(1:10) False propositiome say that we have not sinned,
Refutatiomve make Him a liar and His word is not in us.
(2:1) OrienteMy little children, | am writing these things to yo

Command and promisehat you may not sin. And if anyone sii
have an Advocate with tinerfalesus Christ the righteous

(2:2) Command and promist:He Himself is the propitiation
our sins; and not for our sins only, but also for thos
whole world.

Verse 5 states the principle, “God is Light, and in Him there is no darkness
at all.” The central message of verse 5 is the basis for the remainder of this
section. (We could also term this “section” a pericope—from the Greek
perikoptw/TepkOmTw meaning “curtail” or “cut round”’—which is a
technical term for a shorter section within a longer narrative.) It appears that
three propositions affirmed by the false teachers were quoted first (cf. “if we
say” in 1:6a, 8a, 10a), then refuted (verses 1:6cd, 8bc, 10bc), and contrasted
with the commands and promises of the true doctrine (1:7, 9; 2:1b-2). The
false teaching of the first proposition from the false teachers manifested
itself in false practice (1:6b; the second and third propositions are not
equated with specific false practice). The orienter in 2:1a does not introduce
a new section; rather 2:1-2 is a subunit of 1:5—2:2. John’s use of the
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pronoun (2:1; i.e. “this message,” “these things”) refers to 1:10 particulatly,
and to 1:5-10 generally concerning sin and forgiveness within the church.
Consequently, the application of the principle of 1:5 is threefold: (1) walking
in the Light assures fellowship and cleansing through the blood of Jesus
(1:6-7); (2) confessing sin assures forgiving and cleansing (1:8-10); and, (3)
the means of fellowship, cleansing, and forgiveness is through the Advocate,

the “propitiation” for the sins of the world (2:1-2). Whereas the earlier focus

(1:5) Principl€Fhis is the message we have heard from HI¥AS %08 opponents and their false teaching, the mood is changed to relate
announce to you, that God is Light, and in Him therehd& things (1:5-10) to Christians. Due to the guilt of the whole wotld, the

darkness at all.
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“Advocate with the Father” pleads on behalf of those whom “propitiation”
for their sin has been made (2:1-2). Jesus Christ is the “propitiation” for

believers only.
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In Greek literature, the normal usage of the word &ilaskomai  (1Adokopat)
is the idea of a guilty person making an offering for the purpose of
appeasing or placating an offended person. The English word “propitiate” is
used to convey this meaning, whereas others have rendered the English
word “expiate” to convey this emphasis. Some commentators exclude any
notion of propitiation because the idea is thought to be entirely contrary to

the biblical doctrine of grace and to convey a depiction of God too directly

know God means loving fellow believers. We are told in verses 12-17 that
loving the world will extinguish love for God and His Word. “Antichrists”
are already in the wortld, yet believers “have an anointing from the Holy
One” so they can discern between truth and lies (2:18-24). The manner for
knowing the truth is to “let that abide in you which you heard from the

beginning,” that is, the revealed Word of God.
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Throughout the First Epistle of John, we find a succinct summary of the

associated with paganism. Consequently, the Rewied Standard VersiofChristian faith that certainly has much impact upon our lives today. Chapter

translated the Greek &ilasmos (1Aaopdg) as expiation. Modern English
translations indicate the extent of the debate, as some render the English
word “propitiation” (ASV, KJV, NKJV, NASB, ESV, HCSB), whereas
others render the concept of expiation (CEV, JB, NEB, TEV). Other

commentators believe the meaning of the &ilaskomai (1Adokopat) word

1 provides affirmations and denials that help determine whether one is truly
a Christian. As chapter 1 revealed, all believers struggle with the old sinful
nature (cf. Rom 7:18-25; Gal 5:16-26); therefore, instruction is given so that
we are certain to “walk in the Light” (truth, understanding, righteousness).

Mere intellectual knowledge (as the false teachers believed) is not pleasing to

group refers to propitiation as opposed to expiation. The New International God: truth and understanding lead to righteous (godly) living, By grace, God

VersioRombines the concepts of expiation and propitiation by translating as

“atoning sacrifice,” and therefore represents the concepts as complementary

<

as opposed to being contradictory “since ‘atonement’ is something made for

sin, and ‘sactifice’ is an offering to God” (I. Howard Marshall, The Epistles of

JohrGrand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1978] 118). According to dictionaties and
lexicons, there are three possibilities for translating the Greek: propitiation,
expiation, or atonement. Historically, the majority of English translations
have rendered the Greek as propitiation (with exception occurting primarily

in the early twentieth century).
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(vv. 24) The issuc addressed in First John 2 is worldliness, with emphasis
upon heeding Scripture and living as Jesus lived, as opposed to loving the
world and heeding the precepts of the false teachers who denied the Son.

Moreover, love for God is demonstrated by loving fellow believers.

Every word given in First John was in response to something the church
needed to know. We will better understand this Epistle by remembering that
it was written to correct problems of belief and behavior for Christians.
Therefore, verse 3, tells believers how they can know for certain that they
are Christians. There were individuals who claimed to know God, but did
not obey His revealed will in Scripture. Verses 3-6 stress that those who

know God must “keep His commandments.” Verses 7-11 teach that to

has provided an “Advocate,” with whom a relationship may begin by
faith/trust. God’s grace does not climinate the need to know and heed

Scripture and live as Jesus; it does, however, enable one to do so.

In a loving manner, chapter 2 addresses believers as beloved children of
God, and reveals the principles for walking in the Light. “Darkness” is
always looming to envelop the believer; therefore, we must be vigilant to
persevere in faith. In the midst of the cacophony of voices that we hear in
the environment of the Capitol, could anything be more relevant than a
greater understanding of Scripture, which leads to the wisdom we all seek

and the divine grace to live as Jesus lived?

Thank you for allowing me the honor to provide ongoing Bible studies t
any questions, please feel free to talk with me, or contact me by em:

praying for you personally throughout the dayien2: #¢ek (1 T
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Capitol Commission state directors are pastors/missionaries who teach weekly
verse-by-verse Bible studies for legislators, lobbyists, and staff members. State
directors also meet personally with many government leaders to proclaim
God’s grace in salvation, to encourage our leaders, pray with them, and provide
biblical counsel. The mission of Capitol Commission is to reach the Capitol
community for Christ, one person at a time, to disciple them, and to prepare
them for a lifetime of ministry, wherever God chooses to place them.

Capitol Commission is a charitable and religious nonprofit corporation
under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Capitol Commission,
Georgia, is supported by the generous gifts of businesses, churches, and
individuals. Capitol Commission is not a state-funded work; rather, those with
a heart for the Capitol community fund it. Please join us in this ministry!

NEXT CAPITOL COMMISSION BIBLE STUDY:
TUESDAY, 31 JANUARY @ 7:15AM in 123 CAP and 12:00 NOON in 122 CAP



