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Tuesday, 7 February 2012 
First John 3:13–4:6 – “Nothing but the Truth” 

 

Introduc t ion 

Have your eyes ever deceived you? Golfers become frustrated when making 

a good swing and good contact, yet the ball sometimes slices to the left or 

right. GolferÕs eyes can deceive them into thinking they are parallel to the 

ball, yet in fact, their feet and divot is pointing to the left or right. The eyes 

deceived the brain, and the brain decides what was seen. If a golferÕs eyes 

deceive them on the goal course, it can be frustrating. Many times we see 

what we want to see. Scripture warns us not to be deceived because the 

result can be eternally worse than mere frustration. Consequently, we are to 

examine all things as true or false by the absolute standard of GodÕs Word. 

We are to heed to nothing but the truth of Scripture. 

“IN DEED AND TRUTH” 

(3:13-18) First John 3:11 again emphasized "the message which you have 

heard from the beginning, that we should love one another" (see also 2:7). 

The Lord Jesus declared this message, and He is the perfect example of love 

(cf. 1 Pet 2:21). The new evidence of this old command is that Jesus died, 

was buried, and rose again on behalf of sinners (cf. 1 Cor 15:1-4). Jesus' 

work of salvation is the superlative example of the message to "love one 

another," and, therefore, provides better understanding of the message than 

either the Old Testament (Lev 19:18) or the Gospels (John 15:12; 13:34). 

1 Peter  2:21 — "For you have been cal l ed for  this  purpose ,  s ince  Chris t  

a lso suf f ered for  you,  l eaving you an example for  you to fo l low 

in His s teps .  

Prior to stating what is love, First John 3:11 states that it is "not as Cain, 

who was of the evil one and slew his brother." The righteousness of his 

brother, Abel, resulted in overwhelming resentment from Cain. The 

resentment was so great that it culminated in murder. Those who strive to 

live righteously (godly) among those who do not know God will certainly 

experience the same resentment. One reason why people act with anger 

toward others, as opposed to demonstrating love, is because they abhor the 

contrast that often exists in their own life. Contrast is the measure of 

difference between light and darkness; therefore, light by its nature exposes 

darkness, so that all that is hidden becomes visible (Matt 4:16; Luke 8:17; 

John 1:1-5; 3:20-21; Eph 5:13). 

1 John 3:1 — "See how great  a love the Father has bestowed on us ,  

that we would be cal l ed the chi ldren o f  God; and such we are .  

For this  reason the world does not  know us,  because i t  d id not 

know Him. 

If you Òwalk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light,Ó there is 

fellowship with God, Òand the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all 

sinÓ (1 John 1:7). Please understand that when you encounter difficulty and 

opposition for walking in the Light, it is often because people love the 

darkness rather than the Light, which is one reason that Jesus was murdered. 

The Lord Jesus was the Light that sinful human beings sought to extinguish 

because His very life contrasted and exposed the sinfulness of those who 

hated and resented Him. When you encounter someone who has very 

fervent antipathy toward you or another, (as a Christian) you should seek 

discernment as to whether the Light/Darkness dynamic is the reason. 

The life of a true Christian will be an entire contrast to those who do not 

know God. Therefore, verse 14 applies love and hatred in a manner that 

grants assurance to the believer. Salvation is received by GodÕs grace through 

faith/trust in Jesus Christ (Eph 2:8-9). Loving others does not grant eternal 

life; however, if one does possess eternal life, it will be evident in his/her 

interactions with others; it may be challenging to love certain Christians, but 

a fundamental desire to love will be evident, if we possess eternal life. If 

someoneÕs life is characterized by hatred that person does not possess 

eternal life. In contrast to such a life is the remarkable love of Jesus (1 John 

3:16-18). Although the laying down of oneÕs life may be rare, the necessity to 

help with anotherÕs needs is not. The true evidence of eternal life is not mere 

expressions of creeds or doctrinal statements; rather, it is the willingness to 

sacrifice for the sake of another Òin deed and truth.Ó 

“OF THE TRUTH” 

(3:19-24) How do we know Òthat we are of the truthÓ? The immediate 

context for interpreting verse 19 is verses 17-18. The answer, then, is by 
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deeds of action and abiding in truth. The command to love necessitates 

action (2:7; 3:11, 18). Again, remember that one reason that First John was 

written was to correct false teaching. The antichrists taught that they knew 

the truth through mystical, spiritual knowledge, even though their lives were 

characterized by greed and hatred. The true, biblical teaching is that one can 

know he/she is Òof the truthÓ when oneÕs lifestyle is characterized by 

godliness in action and belief as the result of trusting in Christ Jesus. 

 

IF IT WERE PRUDENT TO BE CERTAIN THAT THE TITLE DEED FOR 

YOUR  HOUSE  IS  LEGITIMATE,  WOULD  IT  NOT  BE  EVEN  MORE 

PRUDENT AND RELEVANT TO BE  CERTAIN THAT THE TITLE TO 

YOUR HEAVENLY  HOME  IS  LEGITIMATE? WOULD  IT  BE WORTH 

THE TIME TO EXAMINE THE MATTER? 

 

If you were to buy a house, you would not give any money without being 

certain that the title you would receive is legitimate. If you had any doubts, 

you would search for any judgments, liens, and mortgages. Such an extensive 

investigation would be prudent (even if incurring additional expenses and 

time), if there were any doubts. If it were prudent to be certain that the title 

deed for your house is legitimate, would it not be even more prudent and 

relevant to be certain that the title to your heavenly home is legitimate? 

Would it be worth the time to examine the matter? Verses 19-24 teach how 

Òwe have confidence before God.Ó 

Even with the desire to live in a manner pleasing to God, there will be 

times that we will experience failure (1:8-10). We fail in achieving our own 

ideals, so we can certainly understand that we will sin against God, even as 

believers (true believers, however, cannot sin without regard for holiness and 

cannot live as if free to sin, which is what the antichrists were doing). 

Therefore, whenever Òour heart condemns us,Ó we can Òhave confidence 

before God.Ó Certainty of salvation is not subjective; rather, it is attained by 

objective and propositional revelation from Scripture. Our reliance is upon 

GodÕs Word because God Òknows all things,Ó and He has established the 

standard by which we may know if we possess eternal life. 

The fundamental way of salvation is to Òbelieve in the name of [GodÕs] 

Son Jesus Christ,Ó which means, belief/trust in what Òthe nameÓ signifies. 

The assurance of salvation is living Òjust as He commanded us.Ó Moreover, 

one can know Òby the Spirit whom [God] has givenÓ to those who 

believe/trust. The Holy Spirit inspired the writing of the Bible, enables the 

believer to interpret and understand Scripture, and He empowers the 

Christian to live the divine commands through divine provision. 

“THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH” 

1 John 4:1 – “Beloved,  do not be l i eve  every spir i t ,  but tes t  the spir i t s  to  

see  whether they are f rom God, because many fa lse  prophets  

have gone out into the world.” 

(4:1-6) The command to Òtest the spiritsÓ is because not everyone who 

claims to have the Spirit of God actually does. Gullibility is not a biblical 

virtue: Òdo not believe every spirit.Ó There are only two spiritual influences 

in the world: Òthe spirit of truth and the spirit of error.Ó The latter influences 

and motivates Òmany false prophetsÓ who Òhave gone out into the world.Ó 

A specific issue with regard to Jesus being true man and true God is 

addressed in verses 2-3, then verses 4-6 emphasize a generalized test to be 

applied to any and all religious and spiritual matters. 

Do verses 1-6 not only relate to our personal lives, but also to the Capitol 

community? These verses are applicable to both. Morality and politics are 

interrelated. Politics is an extension of ethics, and ethics is an extension of 

theology. Ethics involves decision making in all realms of life. The rationale 

for that decision-making is not always obvious because it is based upon 

oneÕs worldview (i.e. oneÕs reason for living, oneÕs decision for the focus of 

their life, and oneÕs consequences for those decisions). OneÕs worldview is 

their answer to the following questions: (1) what is ultimate reality?; (2) what 

is the goal of history?; (3) what is man?; (4) what occurs at death?; and, (5) 

what is the basis of authority for morality? Theology is the answer to those 

questions. Therefore, your theology will determine your ethics, from which 

is determined morality and politics. It is absolutely critical then to abide in 

the truth of GodÕs Word and in the Savior, so that oneÕs ethics are based 

upon the spirit of truth, not the spirit of error. Good men and womenÑ

because God has constituted them as suchÑ will make good politics. 

Thank you for allowing me the honor to provide ongoing Bible studies to you. If you have 
any questions, please feel free to talk with me, or contact me by email or phone. I am 
praying for you personally throughout the day and week (1 Tim 2:1-4). 
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