The Gospel of John
Bible Study Title
Welcome to the new members of the 98th General Assembly…
As you settle into your seats and schedule an endless array of meetings,

The first two years of Jesus’ ministry are quickly covered in chapters 1-5.

some of the most important treasures in life may quickly be forgotten. Let

John the Baptist had prepared the way, and at the pinnacle of his ministry,

me encourage you to start this session with the right priorities and to join

he told his disciples to follow Jesus. Most did, and the Lord ministered freely

with some of your colleagues for a time of Bible study, fellowship, and

throughout the region hardly opposed. He changed water into wine at a

prayer.

wedding in Galilee, cleared the temple and spoke with a Pharisee in Judea,
ministered to a Samaritan woman, and healed a Gentile official’s son (cf.

We meet in the Governor’s Office at 7:30am on each Thursday of session.

John 2-4).

Mark your calendar.

Rich or poor, educated or illiterate, Jew, Gentile, or Samaritan—it doesn’t
A half century had passed since the Resurrection. The church was growing

matter. John wants us to see that Jesus is a savior for the entire world. Some

despite persecution and had spread the message of the gospel from Spain to

responded like the Samaritan woman or Andrew and Philip who believed in

India, throughout the Roman Empire and well beyond. Jesus had promised

Jesus and joyfully told others about Him (cf. John 1:40-51; 4:1-42). To the

His disciples, “I will build My church” (cf. Matt 16:18). Indeed, He was.

contrary, we find a crowd in Jerusalem and another in Cana whose belief was

Yet, as time passed, the original leaders of the church became fewer. One by
one, the apostles were martyred until John became the last living link to
Jesus. New leaders arose. Some continued in the faith of the apostles; many

superficial—many “believed” in Jesus though Jesus didn’t “believe” in them
(cf. John 2:23-25, 4:44-45). They were pro-Jesus, but the Lord knew these
crowds had no intention of ever really following Him (cf. Matt 7:22-23).

did not. By the end of the first century, heresies grew and became rampant
as Christianity was melded with ancient philosophies and other religions.
The identity of Jesus and the gospel itself, all that was at the heart of
Christianity, was being redefined. With the passing of the old guard, only
John could stand against the tide and say: I was with Jesus, and this is what He
said… (cf. 1 John 1:1-3).
Between A.D. 85-95, John wrote the fourth Gospel, Revelation and three
shorter epistles. Rather than focus on Jesus’ works, John’s Gospel hones in

Jesus introduced Himself in Judea by clearing the temple. It was bold, but

on Jesus’ words. What did Jesus actually say and teach? Some of the Lord’s

little came of it. Such was not the case when He healed a man on the

miracles are recorded here, but fewer than in Matthew, Mark, or Luke. The

Sabbath. The religious leaders were enraged by His disregard of tradition,

Gospel of John is instead filled with lengthy discourses on Jesus’ identity. To

and this is when they began to plot His death (cf. John 5).

those who sought to remake Jesus, this Gospel was a powerful attempt to
set the record straight. Jesus Himself claimed to be fully man and fully God,

John turns to the final year of Jesus’ ministry by chapter 6. The Lord poured

the One who lived a real life, died a real death, and rose from a real grave.

Himself into teaching and doing miracles throughout Galilee. The crowds
loved Him for it, and His ministry reached a crescendo when He fed 5,000

John opens with a prologue, a thesis statement that the next 21 chapters will

families. It was a watershed moment recorded in all four Gospels. Many

explain, support, and defend. He says that Jesus is the incarnate God, the

people, including Jesus’ own disciples, suddenly realized He hadn’t come for

great Creator, the One who is eternally glorious as the exact representation

a crown and wouldn’t lead a rebellion. He wouldn’t create an endless supply

of the Father (cf. John 1:1-18). What follows isn’t a biography, but certain

of free food, eradicate all their diseases, or deliver them from Rome. He

memories from John’s time as a disciple. He carefully recorded these that we

came to give His life as a sacrifice for the sins of His people that in His

would see the Jesus he walked with and then believe in Him for salvation.

death they might live (cf. John 6:48-51).

The Gospel of John
John 7-10:21 takes place six months prior to the cross. Jesus celebrated the

The disciples had no idea what would happen that night. Their faith rode

week-long Feast of Booths, a holiday which remembered Israel’s exodus

high while walking with the Lord after dinner, but within a few hours, it

from Egypt. He arrived in secret, began teaching, and the crowd divided.

would be dashed to pieces. They walked to a garden outside the city known

Some believed in Him and others were unsure, but the opposition greatly

as Gethsemane. Jesus spent the time in prayer (cf. John 17). The disciples

intensified. The leaders tried to have Jesus arrested (cf. John 7:44), and later

slept. On the third time that Jesus awoke them, they found they weren’t

when He claimed equality with God, many who professed belief in Him

alone any longer. Judas had come, and with him, 600 soldiers plus members

turned away. They actually picked up stones to kill Him (cf. John 8:59).

of the Sanhedrin.

It’s ironic, really. Those who had spent their lives studying Scripture and

Our studies for 2013 will begin here in John 18 when Jesus was arrested.

should’ve recognized the messiah didn’t. Worse, they judged Him a fraud

What follows is a sleepless night of religious and civil trials that culminates in

and a threat to their power. Jesus illustrates this in John 9 by giving sight to a

the execution of an innocent man and His resurrection from the dead.

blind man. This outcast who was “born in utter sin” saw the Light, while the
religious elite saw nothing. It proved all the more clearly that Israel’s leaders
were not shepherds faithfully leading the flock to God. They were ravenous
wolves spiritually tearing the flock to pieces (cf. John 10:1-21).

In 21 chapters, words such as “belief”, “believe”, or “believing” occur 98

Less than two weeks prior to the cross, Jesus showed His power over death.

Gentiles to believe in Jesus Christ.

Lazarus had died, and Jesus knew He would soon lie dead in a tomb as well.
What were His followers to think? They were to remember this miracle and
know that darkness hadn’t prevailed but that the dawn must be drawing
near. In other words, if death didn’t win over Lazarus, it wouldn’t win over
the One who had raised Him.
This leads us into John 12-21, the final week. Jesus entered Jerusalem to the
praises of thousands on Palm Sunday (cf. John 12:12-36). It was a jubilant
entry for everyone except Jesus. He had tears in His eyes. He didn’t enter on
a war horse but a lowly donkey without a sword or an army, and yet, no one
understood. He wept over the city knowing that within four days all would
reject Him. Some who shouted, “Hosanna!” would cry out, “Crucify!” It’s
the fickleness of the human heart.
The night before His execution, Jesus spent with His disciples. They ate the
Passover meal together, He washed their feet, Judas left, and the disciples
finally realized that Jesus would be leaving. John devotes 4 chapters to let us
eavesdrop on what was said that night (cf. John 13-16). Jesus said He would
leave, and His men would be persecuted. Their lives would become hard in
this world. However, they would enjoy friendship with God, receive the
Holy Spirit, be filled with hope, love, peace, joy, and one day, they would see
their Lord again. He wanted them to know that no matter the cost, it’s worth
it to keep following. By the end of the meal, this is what the remaining
eleven chose to do (cf. John 16:29-30).

times (that’s nearly 5 times per chapter). John is making a case for Jews and

John 20:31—“but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus
is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may
have life in his name.”
So, what does John say it means to believe? Well, he doesn’t say that belief in
Jesus means someone has prayed a prayer, walked an aisle, signed a card, or
been baptized. Many people in the first century professed to believe in Jesus,
but Jesus often didn’t believe their profession. This was the case with crowds
early in Jesus’ ministry (cf. John 2:23-25, 4:44-45), and it became the pattern
wherever He went.
Jesus saw the rise of His ministry in Galilee where tens of thousands soon
followed Him around. They professed Him as their messiah, even king, and
yet, with one sermon, they abandoned Him (cf. John 6:14-15, 66). Similarly,
John says another crowd believed in Jesus. They believed until offended and
then tried to stone Him (cf. John 8:30-31, 59).
True belief in Jesus saves, but not all belief in Jesus is true. John makes this
distinction repeatedly. He wants us to understand that belief has fruit; it can
be seen (cf. James 2:14-26). Belief in Jesus starts with a simple profession of
faith, but it never ends there. As John shows with the eleven, the woman at
the well, Lazarus and his family, or Nicodemus, true belief in Jesus results in
a true disciple—someone who wants become more like Jesus.

