Soli Deo Gloria
John 17. Jesus prays to the Father on the night of His betrayal. Despite the
suffering that awaits, His thoughts are consumed with the glory of God.
He prays that God would receive glory in His death, in His disciples lives,
and in the lives all who would come to believe in the ages to come.

Jesus was on a divine timeline that required Him to renounce His own glory.
When He changed the water into wine, no one noticed enough to follow (cf.
John 2:1-11). When He fed the 5,000, He dismissed what became a mob to
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was preparing to die for His subjects that they would one day share in His
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set of 26 verses, a prayer we will barely scratch in a two-page Bible study.
Jesus had just celebrated the Passover with His disciples. Judas had left, the
last supper was instituted, and the Lord said farewell. His disciples finally
realized He was leaving. Tears saturate the pages of John 14-16 as the Lord
comforts eleven heartbroken friends with promise after promise. His
disciples would have a home in Heaven, receive the Holy Spirit, see Him in
glory, enjoy friendship with God Almighty, and bask in the goodness of love
and life, joy and peace both now and forever.
The disciples trusted Jesus, but never did they expect death to be the means
of His departure. He promised triumph (cf. John 16:33), and then hours later
He’s arrested, tried, beaten, and killed. What’s so triumphant about that? So
much for all His promises, right?
The cross isn’t where God’s glory was snuffed out in the life of a good man.
It’s where the glory of God burned with blinding intensity. Three days later
the most blood-earnest kind of proof stood before the disciples. Jesus was
alive. His death was not in vain. His promises were not empty. Something
glorious must have happened at the cross.
Lingering over John 17 is Jesus’ death. The Lord knew it awaited Him and
used these final moments to pray for God’s glory. His life had brought the
Father glory, and here He asks that His death would be the crescendo of that
glory (cf. John 17:1-5). His desire was to see the glory of God ripple outward
from the cross to affect the disciples (cf. John 17:6-19) and then all future
believers (cf. John 17:20-26). He would soon suffer spiritually, physically,
emotionally, mentally. Yet, His sole concern was God’s glory on earth.

All of this changed that final week. Jesus finally made Himself known as
Israel’s king and messiah (cf. Lk 19:37-40) saying, “the hour has come” (cf.
John 12:23; John 17:1). The current of His life and ministry flowed to one
appointed end: His death (cf. Acts 2:22-23). His desire was that this final act
of submission to the Father would bring He and the Father glory as never
before (cf. John 17:1, 4-5).
What does it mean to give glory? It means to put another on display. Jesus
manifested God’s character or displayed Him throughout His life (cf. John
17:6). Since He perfectly represented the Father, His every word or action
perfectly put the Father on display and brought Him glory. To the degree
that a believer display’s God, he or she reflects God to others and brings
Him glory.
The death of Christ was glorious because it put God’s character on display
to a degree never before seen. God’s love for sinners and His hatred of sin
were displayed. His mercy shone while upholding His justice. His grace
abounded while dispensing His wrath. Divine wisdom to conceive of such a
plan, patience and kindness to enact it, goodness to seek after sinners are all
apparent. At the cross, God’s majesty was seen in striking meekness, His
power shown in the humility of weakness. So many attributes coalesced to
radiate in that one event.

In the cross of Christ I glory,
Tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time;
All the light of sacred story
Gathers round its Head sublime.1
Jesus wrestled with what awaited Him and asked it might be taken away (cf.
Lk 22:42). We, too, often ask God to take away our pain. However, Christ’s
greatest desire was that by life or death, pain or ease, in whatever God willed
God be glorified. He was consumed with this (cf. John 2:17).

Soli Deo Gloria
The Son of God had lived anticipating the day He would fulfill the Father’s
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finally come, and Jesus was ready.

their Lord. He wanted that oneness to continue long after He had departed.
Why? Because unity in the truth is a powerful testimony that evidences
God’s work and glorifies Him (cf. John 17:17).

The Book of Hebrews develops the doctrine of Christ as our high priest (cf.
Heb 8:1). He represented God to man, and now He represents man to God.
He’s the mediator, the One who speaks to the Father for His people (cf. 1

It’s ironic, really. Jesus was about to die, and when the disciples should’ve
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Here is Jesus’ first high-priestly prayer, the Son speaking to the Father on
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this prayer the Son broadens His scope even further. What He had prayed
for the disciples, He prays for all who would ever come to believe in Him.

As He had prayed for Himself, so He prays for them. Jesus asked that His
disciples would bring glory to the Father. These were not eleven randomly
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work keeping and guarding them. Their actions show divine love to man and
love for one another.

Stated differently, the Father gave a gift to the Son. The Son accepted, cared
for, and cultivated the gift before giving it back to the Father. From an
ultimate view, the disciples were an act of love given back-and-forth between
the Father and the Son. This means they brought the Father and the Son

What Jesus wanted for His church was unity. What kind? The context seems
to indicate unity in pursuing God’s glory and unity in separating from the
world (cf. John 17:21-23). The two go hand-in-hand. It’s impossible to
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pursue the glory of a holy God without separating from an unholy world.

John tells us that Jesus loved these eleven men to the utmost (cf. John 13:1),

knowing God’s Word, written revelation, the Bible (cf. John 17:17).

and as He prepared to leave, He entrusted them to the Father. “Holy Father,
keep them in Your name” (cf. John 17:11). He was about to return to His
eternal glory, the disciples were about to be sent into a hostile world, and
Jesus didn’t want to see any of them defeated by it. He loved them and was
deeply concerned.
“I do not ask that You take them out of the world, but that You keep them
from the evil one” (cf. John 17:15). Keep them, Father. Protect them. It’s easy to
forget that though he’s unseen, the evil one is no less real. The devil works
to influence more than we know. Roaming as a roaring lion or masquerading
as an angel of light (cf. 2 Cor 11:14; 1 Pet 5:8), he’s fixed on effacing all that
brings glory to God… especially God’s people. Jesus knew the enemy and
prayed fervently for His disciples. If even He saw the need to pray, how

Jesus prayed that His people would understand this. How would they? By

The foundation for the unity Jesus wanted to see was God’s Word. Where
that foundation is absent, perhaps all that can exist is an external façade of
holiness. Where Scripture is revered and esteemed from the heart, there
grows a group of believers united around a common cause. Such will shine
as lights in the world (cf. Phil 2:15), glorify God, and make the world take
notice (cf. John 17:21, 23).
The Son’s love for the Father and His people saturate this prayer, and it ends
with a request to bring His own safely home (cf. John 17:24). The plan of
salvation was intricate, the sacrifice astonishing and, Jesus prayed not to get
it over so He could move on. His love for sinners was so deep His final
request was to spend eternity in glory with them.

much more should we?
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