Monday: 01/07/2018
Allegiance to Truth
Finding real truth is the point of reference we share with all human beings. No one can live without
truth. Though we may disagree about which particular things are true or false, allegiance to truth—
whatever the truth may be—permits us to stand alongside every person as honest fellow inquirers. Our
attitude is therefore not one of “us and them,” but of “we.” And we are forever here to learn together,
not only to teach.
So, if at all possible—sometimes it is not, due to others—we “give our account” in an atmosphere of
mutual inquiry animated by generous love. However firm we may be in our convictions, we do not
become overbearing, contemptuous, hostile, or defensive. We know that Jesus himself would not do so,
because we cannot help people in that way. He had no need of it, nor do we. And in apologetics, as
everywhere, he is our model and our master. Our confidence is totally in him. That is the “special place”
we give him in our hearts—how we “in [our] hearts sanctify Christ as Lord” (1 Pe. 3:15)—in the crucial
service of apologetics.
Reflect:
(Q) Is it possible for ordinary people to be like Jesus in this way, to reach out in love with a humble spirit
and no coercion?
(Q) What would be necessary for your apologetic to be characterized by gentleness?
Devotional by: Dallas Willard
Book: The Allure of Gentleness: Defending the Faith in the Manner of Jesus

Dallas Willard Ministries is excited to partner with Jeff Whitebread, who, through his work with Capitol
Commission, ministers to those serving in the Pennsylvania State legislature, their staff members, and
those in the lobbying community. We believe the thoughts and ideas contained in Dallas' book, The
Allure of Gentleness, are timely guidance for those who seek to stand for truth in a manner that reflects
the character of Jesus himself. Dallas acknowledged he gave up trying to get people to do things,
preferring instead to inspire them to think things through on their own and come to a different view of
matters. We pray that in making this material available, we can continue in his footsteps, playing our
part in helping others catch a vision of life with God, becoming his apprentice, and walking in the easy
yoke of Jesus — even when engaging the rough and tumble world of the public arena.

