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Hiding Through Our Idea System

Another way people hide from God is through idea systems. Let me tell you about one idea system that
Christians need to address. It’s the idea that we just have faith in the church, but we don’t know
anything. It’s the idea that knowledge is opposed to faith. People know things over in the shopping
center, they know things at the bank, and they know things at school. But when you come to church,
there is no knowledge, just faith.

You may have a hard time believing that, but if you want to understand why the Christian gospel is being
treated in this country as it is now by those running the legal and school systems, you have to realize
that they have been trained by a system of ideas to believe that Christianity is just another
superstition—one, moreover, that has had a legal advantage in this country and should now be
dispossessed of that legal advantage. This is very deeply ingrained in the idea system that governs life
around us. Many Christians, in their heart of hearts, also believe that their faith is just another
superstition. They really do.

Exercise:

Dallas says, “I think you are going to be tremendously surprised at the place of knowledge in following
Christ.” To discover this, do your own study on what Scripture says about knowledge as opposed to
faith. Go to www.biblegateway.com, search the word know, and compare it to belief and faith.
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Dallas Willard Ministries is excited to partner with Jeff Whitebread, who, through his work with Capitol
Commission, ministers to those serving in the Pennsylvania State legislature, their staff members, and
those in the lobbying community. We believe the thoughts and ideas contained in Dallas' book, The
Allure of Gentleness, are timely guidance for those who seek to stand for truth in a manner that reflects
the character of Jesus himself. Dallas acknowledged he gave up trying to get people to do things,
preferring instead to inspire them to think things through on their own and come to a different view of
matters. We pray that in making this material available, we can continue in his footsteps, playing our
part in helping others catch a vision of life with God, becoming his apprentice, and walking in the easy
yoke of Jesus — even when engaging the rough and tumble world of the public arena.



