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Thanksgiving is the special time of year set aside by our
nation to remember and give thanks for God’s goodness
and blessings. The very name, “Thanksgiving”, should
cause us to pause and consider for what and to whom we
are giving thanks. We have certainly been blessed in our
nation, yet it is difficult for us to be truly grateful as we
should. This might be best summed up in
“Shenandoah”, the Jimmy Stewart movie where his
character, Charlie Anderson offers up this prayer of
thanks for their meal:
"Lord, we cleared this land. We plowed it, sowed it,
and harvested it. We cooked the harvest. It wouldn't
be here and we wouldn't be eating it if we hadn't
done it all ourselves. We worked dog bone hard for
every crumb and morsel but we thank You just the
same anyway Lord for this food we're about to eat,
Amen."
We have to ask whether Charlie Anderson was truly
grateful for the blessings his family received. He felt they
had earned the bounty on their table and deserved it
because of their hard work. Though he went through the
motions of giving thanks, he certainly did not have a
thankful heart.
Does this reflect our own attitude towards the many blessings
God has given us? In America we pride ourselves on hard
work and individualism. The “American Dream” says that if
we study hard and work hard we can achieve success. It is easy
for us to feel that we have earned and deserve the many
blessing that we have received.
Since we are approaching the Thanksgiving holiday, I would
just like to offer this study as a reminder that all the blessings
we have received, whether physical, material, or spiritual come
from God and we should be truly grateful for all He has given
us. I would also like to point us to the real secret of having a
truly thankful heart. It is when we realize that everything

that God has given us is an undeserved gift of His grace
that we really become truly thankful.
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EVERY PERSON OWES GOD THANKS

Since God is our creator, and the creator of everything around
us, we owe God thanks for everything we are and everything
we have. Pastor John Piper sums up this truth well:
"If there is such an all-powerful, infinitely glorious God who made all
things, then I, too, am his creature. And everything I have is from
him. Who but the Creator gives to all men life and breath and
everything (Acts 17:25)? Standing before the irresistible logic of the
lesson book of creation, I have to admit that everything is a gift. It is
inconceivable that the Creator should ever owe me anything. For when
could I ever give a gift to him that I should be repaid? "For from him
and through him and to him are all things" (Romans 11:35–36). I
am not my own; I belong to my Maker. My existence is owing to him,
and therefore my existence must be for him."1
Yet it is our human nature to rebel against God and one of the
ways this is demonstrated is an ungrateful heart. Romans 1
tells us that even though sinful people recognize God’s glory
in creation, “…they did not honor Him as God or give

thanks, but they became futile in their speculations, and
their foolish heart was darkened.”
Charlie Anderson, Jimmy Stewart’s character in the movie
sounds like he expressed this very attitude. He forgot the truth
of what we often call “common grace”. This is God’s blessing
which He shows to all people. Jesus spoke of how His Father

“…Causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and
sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous” (Matt.
5:45). We, like Charlie Anderson might fail to remember who
created us in the first place. We forget who gave us the
strength to work. We neglect the fact that He gave us family,
friends, and all the things in life we enjoy.
The great truth of which this Thanksgiving holiday should
remind us it that we have an infinitely marvelous, eternally
powerful Being Who created us and all we have. Therefore we
are his creatures. He owns us. Our life, our breath, and
everything we have is a gift. Our duty is simply to be thankful
to him from our heart and to pursue his glory.2
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THE BIBLE PLACES A HIGH PRIORITY
ON BEING THANKFUL

Every person should be thankful to God. However the
believer has even more for which to be thankful as he has
experienced not only God’s common grace, but His saving
grace as well. The Bible shows that a heart of gratitude will be
a main characteristic of a follower of Christ.
The Psalms are full of songs expressing thanksgiving to God
for His blessings and for His grace and mercy. Psalms 7:17;
18:49; 28:7; 30:4, 12; 107:1, 8 are just a few of the over 50
times thanksgiving is mentioned.
In the New Testament, Jesus gave a great example of
thanksgiving. Matt. 26:27; John 6:11; John 11:41; all show how
Jesus gave thanks to His Father. As in every other aspect,
Jesus is the only perfect example of true and complete
gratitude. The rest of the New Testament is full of examples
and exhortations for the believer to give thanks. In 1 Cor. 9:15
Paul thanks God for the indescribable gift of His Son. In Col.
1:9-13 Paul write of we “joyously give thanks” for all that
God has done for us. In Col. 2:7 he says we should be
“overflowing with gratitude”. In Col. 3:15-17 we see Paul
challenge believers three times to give thanks as an automatic
response from those who have given so much through Christ.

Gratitude is the heart’s response to this grace. It is not merely
an action (saying “thank you” or saying “grace” at a meal).
Gratitude is a feeling of happiness or joy directed toward a
person for giving you something good. It is a happiness that
comes not merely from the gift, but from the act of giving.
Gratitude is the feeling we have about a giver because of his
giving something good to you or doing something good for
you – especially something we do not deserve. If we believe or
feel that we have earned or deserve God’s blessings and favor,
then we will not be truly thankful. One writer has well said
that “gratitude is an echo of God’s grace”.
If we are not careful we can become like Charlie Anderson
when it comes to our faith. We tend to feel we are right with
God because of our work, our effort, and our goodness. Grace
says it is only through Christ and His work that we can be
right with God.

It is when we realize that all that we have and all that we
have been blessed with – physically, materially, and
spiritually – are all undeserved gifts from God that we
become truly grateful.
This leaves us with three important truths this Thanksgiving:

➤

CREATURES. HE OWNS US. OUR LIFE, OUR BREATH, AND EVERYTHING

THE LINK BETWEEN GRACE AND GRATITUDE

There is another passage where Paul writes about thanksgiving
that I believe gives us the secret to having a truly thankful
heart. In 2 Corinthians 4:15 Paul shows us the link between
grace and gratitude. There Paul writes that the “…Grace
which is spreading to more and more people may cause
the giving of thanks to abound to the glory of God.”
There is a connection between “grace” and “giving of thanks”
which doesn’t show up in our English translation. They both
come from the same Greek word. It is interesting that our
English words “grace” and “gratitude” come from the same
Latin words. Why is this important? It demonstrates the close
link between grace and gratitude. In our last study we saw
grace as the free and loving working of a holy God in the

lives of undeserving sinners.

GOD CREATED US AND ALL WE HAVE. THEREFORE WE ARE HIS
WE HAVE IS A GIFT. OUR DUTY IS SIMPLY TO BE THANKFUL TO HIM
FROM OUR HEART AND TO PURSUE HIS GLORY.

➤

ALL OF US HAVE FALLEN SHORT OF THIS DUTY. WE HAVE NOT
CONSISTENTLY BEEN THANKFUL OR PURSUED GOD’S GLORY.

➤

GOD, IN HIS GREAT MERCY, SENT HIS SON TO SUFFER THE JUDGMENT
OF PEOPLE WHO REALIZE THEIR INGRATITUDE, ARE BROKEN AND
CONTRITE IN SPIRIT, AND WHO TRUST IN HIM.
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