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How many legs does the elephant have? Of course
it has four, but the way the image is drawn, it looks
like it must have more. I imagine you are familiar
with this optical illusion. Sometimes things appear
one way when reality is something entirely different.
Faith concerns are like that. There is an actual way
reality is structured and it is not structured any other
way, no matter what anyone might believe.
So this brings up a question we must all come to grips with. Is what I believe actually true? This
relates particularly to what we believe about God, what we believe about the nature of a human being
and, what we believe is the ultimate one can gain or accomplish in this life.
Every human being struggles when they get into deep thought about these questions. We all believe
something, yet how do we know that what we believe actually corresponds with reality? How do we
know that what we believe about God, man and the ultimate source of meaning is actually true?
Human reason alone can’t get us there because it is incapable of even dealing with questions of
transcendent possibilities. Tradition alone can’t get us there because there is no way to objectively
arbitrate between different traditions. Human experience alone can’t get us there because different
people experience life in so many different ways. So how can we know?
Well, of course human reason, tradition and human experience must all be in the mix because we
live life in a material world where these things are central to our perceptions about reality. But there
is one more possibility – revelation. If God really exists and wants us to know about him, he must
reveal himself. Without that there would be no way to know anything about him. Then, based on that
revelation and using our reason, traditions and experience, we can come to a resolution.
In the Bible, in 1 Timothy 2:3-4, we read these words: This is good, and pleases God our Savior,
who wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. (NIV) God does want us to
know him and has revealed himself. In that revelation we have the ability to sort out the truth about
reality. And when we get there, our lives take on a whole new level of meaning.
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