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Capitol Commission (interim) Bible Studies are held on the 
1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month. The bimonthly Bible 
studies are nonpartisan and non-denominational, in addit ion to 
being open-to-all. The present study continues the exposition 
of the New Testament book of 2 Corinthians. The dual 
emphasis of 2 Corinthians is the New Covenant ministry of 
grace and the sufficiency of Christ. 

We have an in-person Bible study in 318 CLOB (Senate 
Committee Room) and also use Zoom. Scripture is taught 
verse-by-verse with everyone having the opportunity to 
comment or ask a question. 

For archives of past Bible studies (dating from 2010), 
please visit http://www.capitolcom.org/georgia/studies.  
Capitol CommissionÕs prayer is that this study will be 
edifying to you. The sole intent of this ministry is to serve 
you, as a resource for pastoral attention, counsel, and prayer. 
The present Bible study is just one aspect of that desire. 

Ð Dr. Ron J. Bigalke, Georgia State Minister, Capitol Commission 

 
Capitol Commission Bible Study 

is 

Tuesday, 19 July 2022 
 

2 Corinthians 5 Ð ÒAll Things NewÓ 
 

Extreme Makeover featured Ty Pennington and his design team 
helping families, who were experiencing some type of ongoing or 
recent difficulty, by completely remodeling their home to better 
satisfy their needs. When a family was identified to receive a home 
renovation, the race against the clock would begin. Sometimes it 
would seem impossible for Pennington and his team to transform a 
house with so many problems into sometime desirable. 

In a similar manner, it can be difficult to imagine Òa house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavensÓ when Òthe earthly tent 
which is our house is torn downÓ (2 Cor 5:1). Continuing the closing 
thought of the previous chapter, Second Corinthians 5 contrasts the 
mortal ÒouterÓ person with the glorified ÒinnerÓ dimension of 
human existence (4:16). 

For the present, a paradoxical situation exists for the one 
trusting in Christ Jesus for salvation. For instance, salvation has 
been granted to those believing the gospel message of GodÕs grace 
through faith. The Holy Spirit permanently indwells the believer as 
Òa pledgeÓ of his or her Òinheritance,Ó resulting in Òevery spiritual 
blessingÓ  (Eph 1:3, 14). However, the fullness of salvation has not 
been granted, which includes the resurrection of the body at the 
MessiahÕs coming. For this reason, the outer being Òis decaying, 
yetÓ the ÒinnerÓ person Òis being renewed day by dayÓ (2 Cor 4:16). 
As the believer awaits the renewal of his or her physical existence at 
the resurrection, there is much comfort and joy in the present 
transformation of the inner person by the ministry of the Holy Spirit. 

Second Corinthians 5 uses the common ancient metaphor of a 
house in reference to the human body for the purpose of assuring 
believers that their earthly constitution Ð though subject to decay 
and eventually death Ð will Òbe clothed with our dwelling from 
heavenÓ (v. 2). For the present, Òwe groan, longingÓ for the redemp-
tion of the body (cf. vv. 2, 4; Rom 8:23). Nevertheless, there is appre-
hension in dying because one does Ònot want to be unclothed but to 
be clothedÓ with the immortal (2 Cor 5:4). 

Presently, the believer groans (sighs) in anticipation of the heav-
enly dwelling. The reason is that God Òhas set eternityÓ within the 
heart (Eccl 3:11). Similar to a monetary down payment, God gives 
the Holy Spirit Òas a pledgeÓ (i.e. deposit, promise), the first 
payment, thus guaranteeing the reality of the resurrection (glorified) 
body. Although one can only imagine or ponder the difference 
between earth and heaven, the desire Òto be pleasingÓ to the Lord is 
certain (2 Cor 5:9). 

Romans 8:1 assures, ÒTherefore there is now no condemnation 
for those who are in Christ Jesus.Ó ÒThe judgment seat of ChristÓ (2 
Cor 5:10), therefore, is concerned with a believerÕs evaluation in 
terms of reward (cf. Rom 14:10; 1 Cor 9:24-25; 1 Thess 2:19; 2 Tim 2:5; 
Rev 22:12). While the idea that a person Òmay be recompensed for 
his deeds in the body according to what he has done, whether good 
or badÓ (2 Cor 5:10) may not be the most pleasing of biblical topics, 
the Bible does certainly teach that the use of the human body is 
important to God. One never earns salvation through works; rather a 
personÕs good deeds give evidence of faith (trust) in God. 

CONFIDENT	IN	THE	PROMISE	
(2 Cor 5:1-10) Having mentioned the present weak condition of the 
human body (4:16) in contrast to the Òeternal weight of gloryÓ (v. 17), 
Scripture gives attention to the tremendous changes that will occur 
with the resurrection (glorification) of the body. Life in the physical 
body is similar to living in an  Òearthly tentÓ (5:1).  Paul  was  a  tent- 
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NEXT CAPITOL COMMISSION BIBLE STUDY: 
Tuesday, 2nd of August @ 12 Noon	

maker (Acts 18:1-3), and thus was well aware of how appropriately 
the ÒtentÓ metaphor reflected the present human body. A tent is a 
weak, impermanent structure without much external appeal; the 
glorified body, however, will be ÒeternalÓ and never suffer decay or 
weakness (cf. Phil 3:20-21). The eternal body Òfrom GodÓ will lack 
all the imperfections of the earthly body. 

 
HAVING	 AN	 ETERNAL	 PERSPECTIVE	 IS	 WHAT	 PREVENTS	 ONE	
FROM	LOSING	HEART	IN	THE	SERVICE	OF	THE	LORD.	

	

As a result of infirmities and pains associated with oneÕs mortal-
ity, there are groans until the redemption of the body (2 Cor 5:2, 4). 
Those who have died in Christ are not disembodied spirits (Òfound 
naked,Ó v. 3) because the Bible consistently regards humanity as 
unified beings. The body is not merely a house for the soul (the real 
person), as in Platonic thought. God created human beings with 
immaterial and material components. To lack material substance is 
to be less than a complete human being. 

There is no terror in death while believers long for the eternal 
body since one of two possibilities exists: resurrection after death or 
translation at the coming of the Lord. To die at present is to be tem-
porarily disembodied (vv. 3-4, 8: Òfound naked,Ó Òunclothed,Ó 
Òabsent from the bodyÓ). The believerÕs hope is to receive the 
eternal body without having to experience death, which will be the 
reality of those who live until the coming of the Lord. 

The believerÕs hope is expressed as Òlonging to be clothed with 
our dwelling from heavenÓ (vv. 2-4), which is not wishful thinking 
because the Holy Spirit is given Òas a pledgeÓ for all that is needed 
in the future (v. 5).  ÒTo be clothedÓ means being translated from 
an earthly mortal body to an eternal immortal body. The 
disembodied state is superior to the present physical life for Òto be 
absent from the body . . . [is] to be at home with the LordÓ (v. 8). 
The greater preference is to be ÒclothedÓ with a new body at the 
coming of the Lord. 

Knowing the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit provides 
confidence in ultimate salvation (vv. 6-10). The present life is lived 
Òby faith, not by sightÓ (v. 7) until ultimate salvation becomes 
reality. Being confident in the realization of GodÕs promise means 
being pleasing to the Lord as oneÕs life ambition (v. 9). Not only 
does the hope of divine provision motivate the believer, but also the 
reality of rewards based upon ÒdeedsÓ (v. 10). While no person earns 
salvation by works, everyone will be judged according to his or her 
works (cf. Rev 20:12-13). Having an eternal perspective is what 
prevents one from losing heart in the service of the Lord. 

CONFIDENT	IN	CHRIST’S	LOVE	
(2 Cor 5:11-21) First Peter 4:17a declares, Òjudgment . . . begins with 
the household of God,Ó which for those in Christ is not to determine 
eternal destiny rather to give rewards for obedience and faithful 
service (or loss thereof for the converse). If the Lord will judge his 
own people, Òwhat will be the outcome for those who do not obey 
the gospel of God?Ó (v. 17b). The reality of both judgments is reason 
to ÒpersuadeÓ all people (2 Cor 5:11), yet not for the praise of others 
(v. 12) but solely with the conscience captive before God (v. 13). 

Love for Christ arises from his prior love (2 Cor 5:14; 1 John 
4:19), exemplified by his dying on the cross for the sins of those who 
believe. All those for whom Christ died are regarded as crucified 
with Him, and having Òbecome united with Him in the likeness of 
Hi s deathÓ may Òwalk in newness of lifeÓ by virtue of being raised 
with Him to life (cf. Rom 6:4-6). The believer has died to self (2 Cor 
5:15), and now in Jesus Christ Ð by grace through faith Ð are not the 
same but have become new creations (vv. 16-17). 

All humanity was seminally present in Adam when he sinned 
and thus every member of the human race participated in his sin 
(cf. Rom 5:12; Heb 7:9-10). Adam was representative of the old 
creation, and Christ Jesus is the Òlast AdamÓ (1 Cor 15:21-22; 15:45-
47), and head of the new creation. Everyone is either in Adam or in 
Christ. All humanity is born in Adam, yet every person may trust the 
work of Christ and be identified with Him. Every person who is in 
Christ Ð united by faith to Him in his death and resurrection Ð has 
become Òa new creatureÓ (2 Cor 5:17). 

To be united with Christ is to be inwardly regenerated and 
renewed, resulting in a Ònew selfÓ (Eph 4:24). Not only does the 
gospel message produce change in a person but also transformation 
of that individual. The one who trusts in Jesus is made new, that is, 
born again (John 3:3). 

God does not need to be reconciled to any person (2 Cor 5:20); it 
is humanity that needs reconciliation (the establishment of 
harmony and peace with an enemy). Without a relationship with 
Christ, people are hostile to spiritual truths and thus enemies of 
God (Rom 5:10; Phil 3:18). Religion is humanityÕs attempt to achieve 
reconciliation with God and is doomed to failure. The positive 
change that occurs in a personÕs life is the result of being reconciled 
to God through the work of Christ (2 Cor 5:18-19, 21). 

A proper balance is needed to have a realistic assessment of 
oneÕs weaknesses and the wonderful privilege involved in being a 
servant of God. The motivation to serve and the means to succeed is 
love of Christ and the commission He has given. Being able to serve 
is a privilege and GodÕs provision will make you effective. 

Thank you for the privi lege in providing you with the 
Capitol Commission Bible study. If we can serve you in any manner, 

please talk with us, or contact by email or phone. 
	

About	Capitol	Commission	

Capitol Commission is a charitable and religious nonprofit corporation 
under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Capitol Commission 
is supported by the generous gifts of businesses, churches, and individuals. 
Capitol Commission is not state funded; rather, those with a heart for the 
Capitol community fund it. 

Capitol Commission exists to minister gospel hope and spiritual 
strength to legislators, staff, lobbyists, and all who constitute the Capitol 
community. The focus of our ministry is people as opposed to politics, and 
thus to be a spiritual resource to the legislature. Our ministry strategy is 
expressed by pastoral presence, the proclamation of the Bible, and fervent 
prayer for every legislator. 

As the Lord Jesus said, Òlook on the fields, that they are white for 
harvestÓ (John 4:35). If you would like to partner with Capitol Commission, 
Georgia with your talents, time, or treasure, please contact us by email, mail, 
or phone; or, visit online at http://capitolcom.org/georgia/donate . 

Please join us in this ministry! 


