Week 2 – JONAH 1:1-17

Where Can I Flee From Your Presence?
There is no place God’s children can run from the presence of the Lord
or the discipline of the Father.
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Where can I go to escape your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? If I go up to heaven, you are
9
there; if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there. If I live at the eastern horizon or settle at the western
10
11
limits, even there your hand will lead me; your right hand will hold on to me. If I say, “Surely the darkness
12
will hide me, and the light around me will be night”— even the darkness is not dark to you. The night shines
like the day; darkness and light are alike to you.
Psalm 139:7-12

1. God instructs His servant and the servant disobeys.
a. Jonah understands the authority of God.
b. Jonah knows the commandments of God.
c. Jonah sets his will above God’s and flees.

v. 1-3
v. 1
v. 2
v. 3

2. God pursues His servant.
a. God’s hand is unmistakable.
b. God’s authority over creation is undeniable.
c. Jonah’s sin is brought to light.

v. 4-10
v. 4-8
v. 9
v. 10

3. God disciplines those He loves.
a. God’s discipline cannot be avoided.
b. God is glorified.
c. Jonah is not condemned.

v. 11-17
v. 11-14
v. 15-16
v. 17

Practical Application
1. Commit to understand the Bible and seek to follow God’s commands rather than your
desires.
2. Stop running from the Lord and repent.
3. Submit to God’s discipline and be encouraged that you are a child of God.

Jonah 1:1-17

Joel Harder

Jonah 1:1-17 Christian Standard Bible (CSB)
9

Jonah’s Flight

1The word of the Lord came to Jonah
son of Amittai: 2 “Get up! Go to the great
city of Nineveh and preach against
it because their evil has come up before
me.”3 Jonah got up to flee to
Tarshish from the Lord’s presence. He
went down to Joppa and found a ship
going to Tarshish. He paid the fare and
went down into it to go with them to
Tarshish from the Lord’s presence.
4

But the Lord threw a great wind onto the
sea, and such a great storm arose on the
sea that the ship threatened to break
apart. 5 The sailors were afraid, and each
cried out to his god. They threw the
ship’s cargo into the sea to lighten the
load.
Meanwhile, Jonah had gone down to the
lowest part of the vessel and had
stretched out and fallen into a deep sleep.
6
The captain approached him and said,
“What are you doing sound asleep? Get
up! Call to your god.[a] Maybe this god will
consider us, and we won’t perish.”
7
“Come on!” the sailors said to each
other. “Let’s cast lots. Then we’ll know
who is to blame for this trouble we’re in.”
So they cast lots, and the lot singled out
Jonah. 8 Then they said to him, “Tell us
who is to blame for this trouble we’re in.
What is your business, and where are you
from? What is your country, and what
people are you from?”

Jonah 1:1-17

He answered them, “I’m a Hebrew. I
worship[b] the Lord, the God of the
heavens, who made the sea and the dry
land.”
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Then the men were seized by a great
fear and said to him, “What is this you’ve
done?” The men knew he was fleeing
from the Lord’s presence because he had
told them. 11 So they said to him, “What
should we do to you so that the sea will
calm down for us?” For the sea was
getting worse and worse.
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He answered them, “Pick me up and
throw me into the sea so that it will calm
down for you, for I know that I’m to
blame for this great storm that is against
you.” 13 Nevertheless, the men rowed
hard to get back to dry land, but they
couldn’t because the sea was raging
against them more and more.
14

So they called out to
the Lord: “Please, Lord, don’t let us
perish because of this man’s life, and
don’t charge us with innocent blood! For
you, Lord, have done just as you
pleased.” 15 Then they picked up Jonah
and threw him into the sea, and the sea
stopped its raging. 16 The men were
seized by great fear of the Lord, and they
offered a sacrifice to the Lord and made
vows.
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The Lord appointed a great fish to
swallow Jonah, and Jonah was in the
belly of the fish three days and three
nights.
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