Bludgeoned By Circumstances
Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground unperceived by your Father Matt. 10:29
One of Jesus’s favorite jokes was about birds. He said: In other words, “God cares about two small sparrows. Don’t
you think you’re worth as much as two birds?”
A favorite quotation of mine about this teaching is from the Welsh evangelical minister Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones.
Faith according to our Lord’s teaching in this paragraph is primarily thinking; and the whole trouble with a man of
little faith is that he does not think. He allows circumstances to bludgeon him. . . . We must spend more time in
studying our Lord’s lessons in observation and deduction. The Bible is full of logic, and we must never think of faith
as something purely mystical. We do not just sit down in an armchair and expect marvelous things to happen to us.
That is not Christian faith. Christian faith is essentially thinking. Look at the birds, think about them, and draw your
deductions. Look at the grass, look at the lilies of the field, consider them. . . .
Faith, if you like, can be defined like this: It is a man insisting upon thinking when everything seems determined to
bludgeon and knock him down in an intellectual sense. The trouble with the person of little faith is that, instead of
controlling his own thought, his thought is being controlled by something else [circumstances, for example], and,
as we put it, he goes round and round in circles. That is the essence of worry. . . . That is not thought; that is the
absence of thought, a failure to think.
Reflect:
Jesus’s method of teaching was always to get people to think and to lead them along.
(Q) Can you think of other examples when Jesus called people to think in order to help them address their
unbelief?
(Q) How might thinking God's thoughts about you and your situation help you step away from an irrational fear of
the future?
With the Affection of Christ,

Note: The devotional content above has been made available through a partnership with Dallas Willard Ministries.
To learn more about Dallas Willard, Dallas Willard Ministries, and this partnership c lick here.

